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These two plays give a taste of how Burks works out her demonstrations, Further chap-

ters focus on seventeenth-century plays such as Middleton and Rowley’s The Changeling,
Shirley’s The Cardinal, Dry
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Inquisition in ecarly modern Italy. This excellent volume is a collection of his essays on various

Adriano Prosperi has for decades been among the leading scholars studying her

aspects of the Roman Inguisition, published between 1988 and 2002. In the introductory
essay, Prosperi pays homage to other historians who have advanced the study of the Italian
Inguisition in recent years. He describes the letter of Carlo Ginzburg to Pope John Paul 11

on the need to open the central archive of the Roman Inquisition as a courageous interven-

tion. Prosperi praises Massimo Firpo for his work identifying some of the goals of the insti-
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the scat of the Inquisition in the city, and the site of a famous book
they show the inconsistencies of an instil‘liﬁ(m too typ

those essays are here. Taken together,

cterized the rela-

cally assumed to have been uniform, and the creative contention that ch
tdonship bet‘\‘\'etn inquisitors and civic political institutions that supported them.

speri presents cight studies reflecting on the 1998 opening of the Rooman
the op-‘:mnﬁ as a turning point of

In part 3, Prc

archive, and exploiting its resoure
vast historical and historiographic significance. For I

s. These essays Celelw

definitive end of the Inquisit

ars have not located some of the files they expected—such as the m‘lr:‘rm]\ gathered for a
trial of Reginald Pole—what has been found will permit important steps toward the syn-
thethic account of the institution Prosperi called for in a paper delivered in 1999 at the Aca-
demia Nazionale dei Lincei, and here published. The account he hopes for is one that takes
into account both inquisitorial cruclty and caution, its plans for control of religious thought,

ion, and the victory of the 1|c1u to stu

and the widespread contemporary support for such control. The account will be augmented
as the archive achieves systematic inventory, and if bishops follow the Vatican lead and open
inquisitorial records held in diocesan archives to free study. Here, Prosperi himself has made
an important contribution to the composition of that account, one that may provide reflec-
tion on broad themes in cultural history. His essay on ecclesiastical censure at the University

of Pisa between 1500 and 1600 is a case in point. He explained that professors and students
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of the decision-making process and contains important biographical information on the
Spanish ambassadors who served in France.
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French kings in defense of the Catholic faith. This began after the
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In part 1, which covers 1

see the pattern of working to aid the

s

but was soon shaken when Catherine de Médici:

76 trying to induce

the French crown to return to the policy of Henry 11§

panish anxiety over the policy of mod-

eration turned to serious alarm when Admiral Coligny began to push Charles IX
in the Netherlands. Fortunately the ¢
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. Bartholomew’s Day Massacre eased these tensions.
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Although the Spanish played no formal role in the affair, Vizquez de Prada believes that it Sig-

nified the triumph of the policy of Philip TT: the application of rigor against heresy and the

punishment of the Huguenot leadership. Yet the king considered it to be far from a total vie-
tory, since he suspected that the Queen Mother would move quickly to reestablish the lost
cquilibrium, a suspicion that came to fruition with the Edict of Beaulicu (1576).

Unable to induce Henry II1 to adopt a vigorous policy acainst the Huguenots, and fear-
b, & Y g 2

ing that France was on the verge of disintegration, Philip II began to have secret dealings

with certain Catholic nobles, most notably the Duke of Guise, Part 2 covers this shift away




